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often none, and never that degree which attends the malignant diseases of this organ,) leads to no suspicion that the haemorrhages depend on a disease of structure.
Tonics and astringents are given in various forms ; one practitioner is consulted after another, till at length the uterus is examined, and a polypus is discovered. This is the history of most of the cases which I have met with.
"A polypus of the uterus, when discovered, is a tumour in the vagina attached to some part of the uterus. It is round, smooth, firm, and insensible; it is quite unattached to the vagina, so that the finger can be passed round between the walls of the vagina and the surface of the tumour ; but if traced higher up, it is found to terminate in a narrower part or stalk. This stalk is differently attached in different cases ; in some it passes through the orifice of the uterus into its cavity, and is attached to the fundus of this organ ; in others, it passes into the cavity of the neck, to one side of which it is attached ; in others it does not enter the orifice, but is attached to one portion of its edge or lip ; hence a distinction of polypus of the fundus, polypus of the neck, and polypus of the orifice. This distinction must not be lost sight of, for it is of practical consequence.
In ascertaining the nature of the tumour for the purpose of determining the propriety of removing it by an operation, the mode of its attachment is one of our chief guides ; and in this respect what is true of polypus of the fundus, is not so of polypus of the neck or lip. " In polypus of the fundus the stalk is completely encircled by the neck of the uterus, and if the finger can be introduced into the orifice, it passes easily round between the stalk of the polypus and the encircling neck.
" In polypus of the neck the finger cannot be passed quite round the stalk ; it may be passed partly round it, but it is stopped when it comes to that part where it is attached to the neck, the stalk is only smi-circled by the neck.
A Polypus of the fundus, its stalk growing from that part of the uterus, its body down in the vagina, the lower part of its stalk surrounded by the orifice of the uterus.
C Polypus of the neck of the uterus, its stalk growing: from the cavity of the neck, and consequently only semi-circled by the orifice, its body down in the vagina.
C Polypus of the neck of the uterus, its stalk growing from the cavity of the neck, and consequently only semi-circled by the orifice, its body down in the vagina. Dr. G. has known several instances where retention of urine has followed this sudden descent of the polypus, from compression of the urethra. While the tumour remains within the uterus, it cannot be felt in a common examination, and the nature of the disease is generally overlooked. The following is :t striking instance, which we shall give in the author's own words. " A lady who had been subject to frequent and profuse haemorrhages from the uterus, had consulted two eminent practitioners in Edinburgh, without relief. The uterus was examined, but no change of structure was discovered. As she passed through London on her way to the continent, she consulted me. I examined the uterus, and discovered nothing. She went to Rome, and then to Geneva, at both which places she consulted some of the most eminent practitioners, by whom the uterus was examined, but nothing was discovered, excepting that it was rather larger than natural. Thus far the disease was considered as common menorrhagia. After being absent from England a year and a half, she returned to London worse than when she went. A few days after her arrival, she had a recurrence of the haemorrhage, but it was attended by an unusual symptom ; the blood came away in large coagula attended with bearing down pains. As soon as the haemorrhage had ceased, I advised her to allow me to iexamine the uterus, though I little expected what I was to find. She consented, and the next morning I visited her at her hotel before she was up. As I passed my hand under the bed-clothes, I said I fully expect to find nothing, yet the next instant I had my finger on a polypus ; it was about the size of a large walnut, with a slender neck encircled by the orifice of the uterus. It was easilv removed, the haemorrhages have never returned, and she has since enjoyed perfect health. There can be no doubt that the polypus was expelled into the vagina during the pains which attended the last haemorrhage, and that I had the rare good luck to examine almost immediately after the tumour was discoverable.
If I had examined before those pains, I should have overlooked the disease, as I, as well as her attendants at Edinburgh, Rome, and Geneva, had done before." 260.
When polypus of the fundus descends into the vagina, the stalk drags downwards that portion of the fundus to which it is attached, so that, in this stage of the disease, it is generally complicated with some partial inversion of the uterus. An inattention to this important fact has led to fatal consequences.
. " When a tumour supplied with vessels, and consequently capable of bleeding, grows from an organ so subject to bleed as the uterus, it is difficult to demonstrate whether the hemorrhage arises from the tumour, or from the uterus. The strong reason for attributing the haemorrhages to the tumour, is this. As soon as a ligature is applied, and tightened round the stalk, the haemorrhage from that time ceases, although it may be several days before the tumour comes away.
" It was an opinion of M. Levret, that a polypus did not bleed whilst it remained within the uterus, but that after its expulsion into the vagina, the orifice of the uterus, by constricting its stalk, impeded the return of blood in its '830] is to be applied; and now the tubes are to be separated, and while one is *ed, the other is to be passed quite round the polypus till it arrives again at its e"0,v tube, and touches it. It is obvious that a loop of the ligature will thus encircle the stalk. The two tubes are now to be joined, so as to make them ?rm one instrument; for this purpose two rings, joined by their edges, and just arge enough to slip over the two tubes, are to be passed up till they reach the pper ends of the tubes which they bind together immoveably. Two similar ''"gs, connected with the upper by a long rod, are slipped over the lower ends the tubes so as to bind them in like manner; thus these tubes, which at the "eginning of the operation were separate, are now fixed together as one instrument. By drawing the ends of the ligatures out at the lower external ends of the tubes, and then twisting and tying them on a part of the instrument which [Jan. projects from the lower rings, the loop round the stalk is thereby tightened, and, like a silk thread round a wart, causes it to die and fall off.
A The two silver tubes armed with the ligature, and applied to that part of the stalk which is to be encircled by the ligature ; one tube a little separated from the other on its way round the polypus to meet its fellow tube on the opposite side.
B The rings which bind the tubes into one instrument, the upper and lower joined together by a long silver rod; on the lower the projection or shoulders. C The two tubes joined together by the upper and lower rings; at the upper end a loop of the ligature round the stalk; at the lower end the ends of the ligatures twisted round the shoulders of the instrument.
B The rings which bind the tubes into one instrument, the upper and lower joined together by a long silver rod; on the lower the projection or shoulders. If the surface of the tumour or even the neck of the uterus is a little irregular, if blood follows an examination, and the patient states that she has a watery discharge, by which she means little more than that it is colourless, all which are common occur-I'enees in the diseases of structure in this organ, the case is sure to be set down cauliflower excrescence. If these suspicions were accurate this disease would oe the most common of the diseases of this organ, yet, the fact is, that it is the Host rare.
Where we see one case of cauliflower excrescence we see ten or even twenty of common polypus and fifty of carcinoma or malignant ulcer of the uterus." 309.
We have now given a very full analysis of every article in Dr. Gooch's volume, with the exception of a long one at the end, re-published from the Quarterly Review?and which is itself a review of the long-litigated subject of the plague. It is a very clever article ; but we think Dr. Gooch might have allowed it to remain anonymous where it was first published. It was rather foreign to our author's usual professional pursuits; but it shews that a man of talent and erudition may write well on a subject of which he has no personal or practical knowledge. We need not add to the approbation which we have so often expressed of Dr. Gooch's work. We have reason to know that a large edition is exhausted already, and we can have no doubt that it will become a standard publication in the library of every respectable practitioner, whether physician or surgeon, or both.
